THE LABRADOR IS A SWIMMING BREED
AND, THEREFORE, IS MUCH LIKE A ROWBOAT
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THE LABRADOR IS A WATER AND LAND RETRIEVER
FORM FOLLOWS FUNCTION
by Laura Dedering – Folklaur, Reg.
It should have:

· a pronounced forechest to cut through the water (the prow)

· a brisket below the elbows (the keel)

· a well developed chest with plenty of heart and lung room for stamina
· a chest that tapers between the front legs for unrestricted forelimb movement and stability in the water

· long upper arms to set the front legs (the oars) back below the withers 

· large, round, webbed feet with well arched toes to propel the dog through the water and to navigate on the muddy banks (the paddles)

· little or no tuck-up of the undercarriage (the bottom of the boat)

· good reach and extension front and rear

· a strong, well developed muzzle of sufficient length and width to carry a duck or goose

· a strong, well developed neck of sufficient length to pick up and carry a duck or goose

· a break just behind the withers allowing the back to have the flexibility to search for and carry game while swimming

· a strong, muscular “otter” tail (the rudder)

· a tight, water repellent, double coat to protect the dog in icy waters

· an extra layer of fat under the skin to protect the dog in icy waters

· a slightly loose fitting skin to allow the dog to shake the water out of the coat

· a size sufficient to carry game but not so large as to make it difficult to pull the dog out of the water and back into the boat
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